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Despite the Confidence Building Measures, copious meetings and the rhetoric 
of progress and assurances regarding the Kashmir issue, the new feature of Kash-
mir Affairs, ôNews Digestõ (p.88), clearly demonstrates that Kashmir continues to 
experience a low-intensity war with the presence of about 0.7 million army and 
paramilitary forces and where, on a nearly daily basis, there are cross-firing be-
tween the Indian Army and the resistance militants killing and injuring not only 
each other but also civilians, killings by the infamous ôunidentified gunmenõ, the 
ongoing ôcrackdownsõ, arrests of innocent people who are subsequently either 
tortured or lost from the face of the earth, or both. Even suicides of army sol-
diers form a part of this conundrum; in scanning the news of the last three 
months, at least 5 suicides were reported whilst many other soldiers died under 
ômysteriousõ circumstances. Visually, Kashmir Valley still remains like a garrison 
with civilians continuing to live amidst the gun-toting army men, barbed wire, 
barricades and the emptiness of frequent strikes.  
 
There is clear evidence of human rights abuses, and ongoing violence, but the 
Indian government, including J&K Governor Lt. General (retired) S K Sinha 
and J&Kõs Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad, continues to claim that ôzero tol-
eranceõ to such abuses have been achieved or that the level of such atrocities 
have significantly decreased. Even Congress Chairperson Sonia Gandhi stated 
that due to the decline in militant activities there was much less ôtension in the 
airõ in the Valley, ironically her attendance to Kashmirõs capital, Srinagar, to in-
augurate Asiaõs largest tulip garden, was accompanied by an unprecedented level 
of security measures in the city.  
 
In spite of the rhetoric of improvements in the level of violence, and indeed 
there have been some, there is such distrust of the government of the Kashmiriõs 
that Indiaõs Republic Day in J&K was described as a ôgarrisonõ. As Anuradha 
Bhasin Jamwal describes in her article ôIndia-Pakistan Peace Process: Road-
blocks & Way Aheadõ (p.42) one of the factors retarding the peace process is 
the mindsets of the ruling elite which have been conditioned into suspicion and 
hatred. Equally there is a corresponding distrust and resentment of the Kash-
miris of the Indian government that they observed a massive strike of businesses 
with people remaining indoors and called the day a ôBlack Dayõ. The impact of 
the strike was apparent in both the Hindu-dominated Jammu and Muslim-
dominated Srinagar.  
 
The engraved psyches of the different parties to the Kashmir issue, is further 
illustrated by their lack of consensus and unwillingness to seek alternatives that 
would be suitable to all. National Conference leader Omar Abdullah wants 
autonomy as in the pre-1953 situation, APHC (G) Chairman Geelani has 
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consistently called for the implementation of the UN resolutions and with Peo-
pleõs Democratic Party leader Mehbooba Muftiõs ôself-ruleõ, it is no surprise that 
the resolution of the Kashmir debacle has not been attainable. At the interna-
tional level, the arms race, with both India and Pakistan having recently tested 
missiles, and the current turmoil in Tibet, amongst other factors, further com-
plicates Kashmirõs peace process and Kashmir continues to be a ôhot spotõ for 
further unrest. 
 
However, given the current international and regional geo-political configura-
tion with international pressures to attain peaceful ôdemocraticõ states, the ôWar 
on Terrorõ, and the degree of economic interdependence of this globalised 
world, no state can afford for the peace process to be suspended. Both India and 
Pakistan need to realise and recognise their past mistakes and make strategic 
shifts to offset the damage the previous hostile engagements have created. But, 
due to Pakistanõs current vulnerable atmosphere and the governmentõs struggle 
to both please the international forum and retain support of its own public, 
Murtaza Shibli in his article ôReal Democracy: Pakistanõs Post-Musharraf Kash-
mir Policyõ (p.5) argues that much depends on India to initiate the way forward. 
Whilst Syed Rifaat Hussain in ôPakistanõs Changing Outlook on Kash-
mirõ (p.24) notes that already considerable progress have been made with back-
channel diplomacy between Islamabad and New Delhi where both countries 
were close to settling the Kashmir dispute, but it is a matter of convincing their 
respective public and those with vested interests in the current status quo of 
the settlement agreements. Debidatta Mahapatra in ôProspects for Peace in 
Kashmirõ (p.36) encouragingly argues that although the peace process is 
ôirreversibleõ, it is the people of Kashmir from both sides of the Line of Control 
(LoC) who have played the key role in the process so far, and in order for an 
amicable solution to be reached, the governments from both India and Pakistan 
must allow the participation of all sections of people from both sides of the LoC 
to take part in the dialogue process.  
 
The Kashmir issue remaining low on the agenda of the international media, 
but also the national media in India and Pakistan, has also not been conducive 
in resolving the conflict. Hence, there is a continuing need for journalists, 
from both India and Pakistan and abroad, to mobilise public opinion and put 
pressure on their governments who in turn will be obliged to and must carry 
forward the momentum of the peace process in Kashmir. 
 
 
- A.R. 
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ôReal Democracyõ: Pakistanõs Post-Musharraf 
Kashmir Policy  
 
Murtaza Shibli 
  
    ôEra of real democracy has begun in the country.õ 

                                                      Pervez Musharraf, March 20081 
 
Summary 
The recently concluded elections in Pakistan have led to the decline in the fortunes of General-
turned-President Pervez Musharraf. Although he is still hanging onto power thanks to open 
American support, his influence on the countryõs political decision making has weakened sig-
nificantly. Much before the new government headed by Prime Minister Makhdoom Syed 
Yousuf Raza Gilani took over; Musharrafõs much publicised Kashmir Policy was being ques-
tioned.  There are growing concerns  among the leading politicians and the Army about the 
unsuitability of the current Kashmir policy. Sensing the mood, the pro-Musharraf Kashmiri 
groups and activists have gone on defensive; shifting their allegiances in order to stay relevant 
in the new political milieu.  Some of them have apologised for their support to Musharraf or 
criticized him for his ôfailedõ Kashmir policy. 
  
Although pro-Pakistan and anti-Musharraf Kashmiri leaders, including the Hurriyat Confer-
ence (G) leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, are jubilant over the developments, Kashmiris are 
watching with caution. Pakistani politicians like Asif Zardari,  Mian Nawaz Sharif and oth-
ers  have issued some statements that smack of traditional rhetoric, while the new Army Chief 
General Pervez Ashfaq Kayani has also hinted at the policy shift. Despite this, there is not 
much Pakistan can do with regards to Kashmir; given its current internal crisis and unprece-
dented American pressure to pursue a long term peace process with India. In addition, Pakistan 
has its own economic and security motivations to continue the peace process. Therefore, rheto-
ric apart, Pakistan cannot afford to cease the ôpeace processõ, but it might gradually retreat to 
its traditional position; increase its diplomatic efforts and seek international mediation and 
offer limited but symbolic support for the Kashmiri resistance. Unless both the countries 
address the crucial issue of Kashmir, the peace process will remain vulnerable and cannot be sus-
tained for long. As in the past, Kashmir could vitiate the atmosphere with dangerous consequences. 
 
Background   
In the aftermath of 9/11, when Pervez Musharraf announced a U-turn on his 
countryõs Kashmir policy, he was met with resistance and open hostility both at 
home and in Kashmir. However, supported by the US and covert Indian blessing, 
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he propped up ôyes menõ by buying the loyalty of some Kashmiri leaders through 
his intelligence agencies. As a result, the Pakistani government recognised the 
Hurriyat Conference faction led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq while sidelining the 
most senior Kashmiri resistance leader Syed Ali Geelani, whose rival faction of 
the Hurriyat Conference was previously declared as the ôtrue representative of 
Kashmirisõ by the Pakistani government. Directed by Pakistan, the Hurriyat 
Conference (M) started unconditional dialogue with the Indian government 
within the ambit of the Indian Constitution.2 
  
Around the same time in 2003, Pakistani intelligence agencies propped up 
Kashmir Centres in Belgium, London and Washington with the covert aim of 
promoting Musharraf and his ôformulasõ. These Centres, in conjunction with the 
Hurriyat Conference (M) and other splinter groups formed the core group of 
Musharraf loyalists who promoted his ôout-of-boxõ thinking without any appre-
ciation to its political merits or application.  Thus began an unprecedented un-
derstanding between India and Pakistan - the bitter rivals who now directed 
the Kashmiri politicians for a mutual goal of burying the issue for all times to 
come.  The Indian intelligence agencies allowed free flow of the Hurriyat Conference 
(M) leaders from Srinagar to Islamabad as well as mutual exchange of cultural 
groups, intellectuals etc. following traditional conflict pacification exercises.    
  
The Kashmir Centres formed the main plank of Musharraf as they promoted 
him through annual ôinternational conferencesõ and other such events. Although 
these centres were never able to inculcate any good faith among Kashmiris and 
raised nothing but suspicion, they became important tools in the game. Appar-
ently, their utility and function was presented in such an exaggerated form that 
in September 2006, General Musharraf broke all the protocol and attended the 
ôThird Global Discourse on Kashmir 2006õ held by the Kashmir Centre, Brussels. 

Welcoming him to the Discourse held at 
the European Parliament, Executive 
Director of the Centre, Barrister Majid 
Tramboo called Musharrafõs participa-
tion as a demonstration of his òlove and 
affection towards Kashmiri peopleó and com-
mended him òwholeheartedly ... for ... [his]  
courage and wisdom to offer new and creative 
thoughts.ó3 In response Musharraf said 
that it was òindeed a pleasure, unique honour 
and a privilege to be in this gathering of the 
Global Discourse on Kashmir.ó 4 

  
In Azad Jammu and Kashmir, the Muslim Conference, run by Sardar Abdul Qayoom 
Khan and his protégé son and the current Prime Minister Sardar Attique Ahmad 
Khan, also allied with General Musharraf to perpetuate the family grip on power. 
The veteran Sardar Qayoom who credits himself for being Mujahid-e-Awwal or first 
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warrior for his claims to have fired 
the first bullet in rebellion against 
the autocratic rule of Maharaja Hari 
Singh in 1947, supported Mushar-
rafõs Kashmir policy and declared the 
ôend of Jihadõ in Kashmir claiming its 
futility. As a representative of the 
Musharraf government, Khan on Sun-
day, September 25, 2005 while speak-
ing at a function in New Delhi de-
clared: òJihad was terrorism and the muja-
hideen were saboteurs of peace in the region.ó5 
  

Azad Kashmirõs opposition alleged that it was due to this loyalty of Khanõs for 
Musharraf that the Pakistani intelligence rigged the 2006 elections in Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir and installed Sardar Attique Khan in power. In gratitude 
and to prove his pro-Musharraf credentials beyond doubt, Sardar Attique Khan 
on August 23, 2007 stated that òGeneral Musharraf should remain the President of Paki-
stan as long as he was physically fitó adding òthe role of military in the civilian affairs in 
Pakistan was unavoidable.ó 6 
  
These Kashmiri leaders, from the Hurriyat Conference (M), Muslim Conference 
led by Sardar Qayoom and the Executive Directors of the Kashmir Centres in 
the West, continued their train of sycophancy till late last year, not only mis-
leading the President about the utility and acceptance of his policies vis-a-vis 
Kashmir but also for their own financial gain, as they were allegedly being paid 
hefty sums of money to run these centres. Even when his re-election as Presi-
dent was widely criticised in Pakistan, the activists of Hurriyat Conference (M) 
took out a procession in Srinagar and burst crackers to celebrate the victory of 
General Pervez Musharraf.7 

 
This symbiotic relationship went beyond political posturing when the Hurriyat 
Conference (M) openly supported the imposition of Emergency in Pakistan. 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq was the first Kashmiri to lend his support to Musharraf, 
while the senior leader Professor Abdul Ghani Bhat criticised the deposed 
judges claiming òthere has to be harmony among the three pillars of the state - the executive, 
the legislature and the judiciary.ó8 Commenting on the relationship of the Hurriyat 
Conference with General Musharraf, noted Indian columnist and former diplomat 
Kuldip Nayyar in one of his recent opinion pieces observed that the òHurriyat 
[Mirwaiz group] ended up putting all its eggs in Pakistan President Pervez Musharrafõs basket.ó9  
 
Kashmir Solidarity Day - Back to Basics  
Following massive public outpouring and international criticism against his 
emergency rule, Musharraf was forced to give up the post of his Army Chief in 
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Deputy Prime Minister L K Advani  




